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SUBJECT: MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT - PRESS LEAKS 
REF STATE 220015 

1. 1 MET WITH FAHMY TODAY TO DISCUSS THE LEAKED 
MEMORANDUM WITH HIM. WE HAVE INDEED BEEN GETTING 
SOME FLACK ON THIS FROM VARIOUS SOURCES, ESPECIALLY 
ON THE MATTER OF THE PERSHING MISSILES. PRESIDENTIAL 
PRESS COUNSELOR TAHSIN BESHIR, FOR EXAMPLE, TAXED 
DCM ABOUT THIS LAST NIGHT. HE ARGUED PROVISION OF 
SUCH MISSILES WILL ENABLE ISRAELIS RESIST ANY FURTHER 
PEACE STEPS IN THE YEARS AHEAD. 

2. 1 MADE THE VARIOUS POINTS IN PARA 2, STRESSING 

A. NO DECISION HAS BEEN TAKEN ON THE PERSHING 
MISSILES OTHER THAN TO STUDY THE POSSIBILITY IN 
THE COURSE OF THE US-ISRAELI TECHNICAL TALKS AND 
NO EARLY DECISION IS EXPECTED. 

B. RELATING AS IT DOES EXCLUSIVELY TO US 
UNDERTAKINGS VIS-A-VIS ISRAEL, HE WILL HAVE 
NOTICED MEMORANDUM IS A GENERAL REAFFIRMATION OF 
LONG STANDING AMERICAN POLICY AND SUCH ASYMMETRY 
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VARIOUS THINGS IN WRITING. 

C. PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE IS NOT BEING 
MADE AVAILABLE, NOR IS MATERIAL ON THE EGYPTIAN 
ASSURANCES TO US. I REEMPHASIZED THE NEED FOR 
STEADY NERVES AT THIS TIME AND POINTED OUT THAT, 
WHATEVER MAY BE LEAKED, WE HAVE RETAINED OUR BASIC 
FREEDOM OF ACTION IN ALL THESE MATTERS. I ALSO 
TOLD HIM ABOUT OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH CONGRESSIONAL 
COMMITTEES ON WHAT TO INCLUDE IN THE REPORTS. 

3. CONTRARY TO WHAT I HAD EXPECTED, FAHMY WAS QUITE 
RELAXED ABOUT THE MATTER. (I AM NOT SURE THAT HE 
HAS YET HEARD FROM GAMASY WHAT THE CAPABILITIES OF 
THE PERHSINGS ARE.) HE STATED THAT HE ASSUMES THE 
TEXT PUBLISHED BY THE WASHINGTON POST IS THE CORRECT 
VERSION, ESPECIALLY SINCE HE POINTEDLY NOTED, A 
STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN WOULD NEITHER DENY NOR 
CONFIRM IT. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, HE SUGGESTED 
THAT RATHER THAN GIVE THE GOE "EXPLANATIONS" SUCH 
AS I HAD PROVIDED, WE FORMALLY GIVE HIM OR THE 
PRESIDENT A COPY OF THE MEMORANDUM. THIS WOULD, 

IN HIS JUDGMENT, DO MUCH TO REASSURE SADAT. 

4. TODAY S CAIRO PRESS REPORTS PUBLICATION OF THE 
MEMORANDUM, BUT AVOID ANY REFERENCE TO PERSHINGS 
ORF-16S (CAIRO 9264). 
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